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The Halve Maen (Half Moon) was a Dutch East India Company ship which 
sailed into what is now New York harbor in September of 1609.  Captained 
by Henry Hudson, the ship was looking for a western passage to China.  As 
Hudson sailed up the river which now bears his name, he claimed the area 
for the Dutch and opened the land for settlers who followed. 

His voyage came some 10 years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth 
Rock.  The arrival of the Halve Maen gave the Dutch a significant role in 
establishing what would become a new nation based on personal freedom, 
tolerance and liberty.
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P
 his week, Dutch citizens in all corners of the world are 
 celebrating Koninginnedag. Though the offi cial reason for 
 the holiday is the celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s 
Birthday, Koninginnedag for a Dutch citizen is anything but solemn.
Quite frankly, it’s a party in the streets; a celebration of all things 
orange, and all things Dutch.

Just as my predecessors have done for many years, the Consulate 
is happy to host this year’s Queen’s Birthday Celebration. But in 
addition to the traditional reception, we also want to emphasize
the close economic ties our countries share by preceding the
festivities with a symposium focused on improving our cross-cultural
business skills. 

According to the U.S. Department of State, The Netherlands is the 
fourth-largest direct foreign investor in the United States, with a 
direct investment in 2005 of $171 billion. In turn, the U.S. is the 
largest investor in the Netherlands with a direct investment of 
$181 billion. This comparison is astounding when you look at our
country’s populations: 16 million in the Netherlands vs. the U.S.’s 
$298 million.

In Georgia alone, more than 70 Dutch companies have established
over 300 operating facilities, investing over $2.5 billion and
employing some 27,900 people. Many of these companies are 
represented here today, as event sponsors, symposium speakers 
and guests.

Clearly, our two countries are already doing business. This
afternoon’s symposium aims to improve and increase our capacity
to collaborate across borders. 

Celebrating Koninginnedag outside of the Netherlands often feels 
to a Dutch citizen like the 4th of July in another country would 
feel to an American: lonely, colorless and a bit anticlimactic. I hope 
the atmosphere we have created this afternoon is anything but, 
and that it provides a slice of the Netherlands while also eliciting a 
sense of homecoming for our Dutch citizens.

Thank you for coming, and we hope you enjoy this year’s Queen’s 
Birthday celebration. 

Sincerely,
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Honorary Consul
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Koninginnedag, or Queen’s Birthday, is celebrated in the Netherlands on 
April 30th. On this national holiday to celebrate the Queen’s birthday, street 
parties, parades and other festivities are held all around the country. Queen 
Beatrix and other members of the Royal House visit the celebrations in one 
or two cities, and these royal visits are broadcast live on television. 

The forerunner of today’s public holiday was celebrated for the fi rst time on 
August 31, 1885, on Princess Wilhelmina’s birthday. Because Koninginnedag
was also the last day of the school summer holidays, it soon became a 
popular day of celebration for children — a tradition that continues today.m

Koninginnedag 
Queen’s Birthday Celebration

During Queen Juliana’s reign, the date of Koninginnedag was moved to 
celebrate Juliana’s birthday on April 30th. Though now-reigning Queen 
Beatrix’s birthday is on January 31st, she maintains Koninginnedag on April 
30th as a mark of respect to her mother.

It’s an orange thing
In the spirit of Koninginnedag, most people wear something orange, while 
others may literally be decked head to toe in the color.  

Orange, symbolizing national and royal pride, stems from the royal family 
name — The Family Nassau, House of Orange. Since the 15th century, the 
fortunes of this House have been closely tied to those of the Netherlands, 
and the Oranges have made a major contribution to the government as 
stadholders (viceroys), kings and queens. 

Source: koninklijkhuis.nl

The Halve Maen Award is granted annually during the 
Queen’s Day celebration to an individual who has worked 
to strengthen the Dutch-American relationship in the 
Atlanta community. 


